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Abstract

Japan's Establishment of Military Purpose Submarine Communication Network
on the Korean Peninsula and ‘Tmperial’ Network

Kim, Yoon Mi

Modern communications and traffic networks were among the decisive factors that
enabled the expansion of imperialism. Land and submarine cables delivered information
quickly, while the sea lanes and railways moved people and supplies on a large scale.
These two connection networks were key tools for the empire to administer colony, and
exceeded the limits of space to create imperial network.

Based on precedent research, this paper specifically examined the process and present condition
of Japan constructing submarine cable on the Korean Peninsula waters and commanding
communication facilities. The research period was from opening a port to the Russo-Japanese
War period, where establishing submarine communication network was completed. The study
of Japan's invasion of Joseon is being conducted in various ways, from political and diplomatic
aspects, economic to social and cultural aspects. Among these, this paper will determine
Japan's military aggression process through another spectrum of communication network.

After the opening of Joseon port, Japan has tried to construct its own network, free from
the influence of communications power nations such as Britain and Russia. Japan established
a submarine communication networks linking the continent with the base for Joseon waters,
and planned to build imperial communication network for expansion. The indicator was
Sino-Japanese War and the Russo-Japanese War. Upon Sino-Japanese War, Japan established
submarine cables linking Japan and Taiwan, and upon Russo-Japanese War, it established
submarine cables linking Japan and continent. During Sino-Japanese War, Japan exerted all
its power building land communication networks, then during Russo-Japanese War, Japan
concentrated in building submarine communication networks that Joseon Government had
been rejecting. After the end of the war, submarine communication networks for Japanese
military in the Northeast Asian region were transferred to private sectors such as Ministry

of Communications, which became the foundation to expand Japan’s imperialism.

Key word: Submarine Cable, Russo-Japanese War, Sino-Japanese War, East Sea, Japanses military,
Transportation Network, Navy






