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A Study on Harbor Labor of Koreans in Japan in Modem Times
— Focusing on Kitakyushu Port—

The Kitakyushu region is a very important area for the migration of population from the
Korean Peninsula to Japan, which activated in the early 20th century. This area has the
advantage of being adjacent to Shimonoseki Port when compared to Tokyo and Osaka.In
other words, it was an area where Koreans who arrived in Japan on the Bugwan Ferry and
landed at Shimonoseki Port could search for jobs without any additional expenses. Koreans
who flowed into the Kitakyushu region often worked in various jobs related to mining, which
is a key industry in the region,. and one of them was Nakashi, namely harbor labor today.
Because the port of Kitakyushu had rapidly emerged as a coal transportation base both in
Japan and abroad since the modern times, the demand for Nakashi, which was responsible
for loading and unloading various types of cargo, mainly coal, had increased significantly.
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And Koreans in Japan, who had no human and social capital just made up for this demand.
Korean Nakashi often carried out the loading and unloading of coal with high labor intensity
at sea, and there was a strong tendency to deviate from the Kumi system that was in charge
of operating the recruitment labor force at the time. As a results, in some cases, they worked
without basic clothing, food and shelter. Their wages were very low compared to Korean
miners and factory workers, as well as Japanese Nakashi, and they were relatively insecure
and poor. These analysis in this study complement the limitations of previous studies on
the Korean working world in Japan in the modern era, and have the meaning of increasing
the diversity of regions and industries.



