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<Abstract>

Research Status and Projects of the Inflow and
Formation of Modern Culture in Open Port Cities
- A Focus on the Films of Busan and Shanghai

Kwak Sukyoung

The modern age for the three countries about the seas of Northeast Asia, Korea,
China, and Japan, began with the opening of ports and started to accept modern
civilization. Open ports acted as critical pathways for the inflow and distribution of
new culture. Busan and Shanghai were representative open port cities of Korea and
China and the cities successfully carried out their roles as open port cities. These cities
also played a leading role in distributing and establishing the culture of film, which
is a representative element of modermn culture. However, differences in the port opening
and political situations of the two countries resulted in differences in aspects such as
the inflow, development, characteristics, and consumption of films. Since Joseon was
under the exclusive governance of Japan while Western powers competed over China,
the influence of Japan over Joseon was absolute whereas various countries including
the US, UK, France, and Germany exerted influence over China. Also, the influence
of Japan became all the more dominant after the port opening of Busan where
exchange with Japan was active through the establishment of the Waegwan in the city
since the 15th century as Busan is located so close to Japan with only a sea in
between. On the other hand, the influence of the US and Europe were significant in
Shanghai due to the establishment of the Shanghai International Settlement, that
brought together the US and UK, and the French Concession while Japanese influence
was minor.

Here, I investigated that pathways Joseon and Chinese films were brought in and
distributed within the country. Looking at the process of inflow and development for
films, cinema was born in France and was then spread to Europe, US, and Asia.
Initially, films flowed into Joseon through Shanghai and then foreign film distributors
were gradually established in Japan. Branches of such distributors were then
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established in Joseon and the inflow of films to Joseon turned to Japan. As for China,
Shanghai became a central city for films early on and so most of the films were
brought in through Shanghai. Although Busan first saw the blooming of theater culture
in Joseon and the establishment of the very first film production companies as the city
that was directly influenced by Japan, films were shown for the first time in
Kyungsung. The distribution of films also started at Kyungsung where films were
shown first followed by the provincial cities. Moreover, cineastes and filmmakers
participated in the making of films in Kyungsung. When a nationwide Joseon film
boom occurred, this phenomenon did not occur in Busan, revealing the coloniality. On
the other hand, Shanghai grew as a central city of Chinese film up until at least the
1940s and played a leading role in the nationwide distribution of films as well as the
active making of Chinese films. So it was found that the role and characteristics of
the opening of ports are can hardly see in a lump, and need to look at individual
specificities in various relationships and situations.

Keywords: the seas of Northeast Asia, Busan, Shanghai, the opening of ports,
inflow and formation of modern culture, film, routes

e

1 20199 048 05¢Y
I : 2019 058 07
2 20199 05 12

= o> 1
ERL
Jor 4> X
o2 02 4>
°

o

- 113 -






